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Theatre Arts 
Fall Semester 2022 

Instructor Information 

Instructor Classroom & Office   

Kelsey Johnson (she/her) 
kelseyjohnson@west-fargo.k12.nd.us 
701-356-2050 ext. 9317 

Class is Period 7 in Room 212H 
Prep is Period 2 in Room 205H 

 

General Information 

Description 

This activity-oriented course is designed for students who wish to begin a more serious study 
of acting and theatre in general. Participants will explore basic principles of acting through 
pantomime and improvisation and will analyze and develop character through scripted scenes 
and monologues. The class will be interspersed with lessons on basic stage and rehearsal 
terms, theatre etiquette as well as brief introductions to the rich history and traditions of the 
art of theatre itself.   

Course Objectives 

• Students will understand how given circumstances effect scene and character 
development.  Students will understand and demonstrate different styles of theatre.  

• Students will practice and understand the importance of good listening skills.  

• Students will practice and understand the elements needed for positive group 
communication.  

• Students will critically analyze literature in order to develop full, real characters.  
Students will apply research skills to their scene and character work.  

• Students will understand the craft of acting.  

• Students will apply acting performance strategies to general presentation skills.  

Course Logistics 

• Schoology will be our one-stop-shop.  There will be 3 most-used folders on our 
Schoology site: Welcome Folder, Current Week’s Folder, Archived Folder (for previous 
weeks’ folders)  

• Deadlines: I anticipate most “turn it in” type of work will be done in class, as this is a 
project-based course.   

Communication 

• Class Updates/Changes: If circumstances change, I will post updates for assignments 
and due dates using Updates on Schoology.  I will also send a whole-class email (which 
will include parent/guardian emails). 

• Email is the number one way to communicate with me (I prefer it over Schoology msg)!   
o kelseyjohnson@west-fargo.k12.nd.us  
o Use professional email protocol, which will be taught and practiced in class.   
o Allow for 24 hours to respond during the work week, but anticipate you’ll get a 

response within a few hours.  If you’re sending me emails between 6:00pm and 
7:30am or on the weekends, response time will likely be slower.   

“The theater is the only space where people will let 

you lock the door, sit in the dark together with 

strangers and listen to stories that illuminate who 

we are as a people.  It’s where we work out our 

ever-changing definition of humanity, where we 

eek out empathy, hope and love.” 

 ~ Esteban Andres Cruz 
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• PowerSchool: My goal is to always keep grades updated on a weekly basis.  Larger 
projects may take me longer to grade (I usually communicate that to students). 

o If an assignment is marked with a late indicator (red) – it was turned in late.  
o If an assignment is marked with a missing indicator (orange) – I’m missing it and 

it needs to be turned in.  I’ll clear the indicator when it gets turned in.  
o If an assignment is marked with a collected indicator (green) – I have the 

assignment, I just haven’t been able to grade it.  
o If an assignment is marked late/missing/incomplete PLUS a 0 for the grade – I 

haven’t received the assignment and I still need it.  If it was an electronic 
submission, email me to tell me you turned it in late (so I know to go in and 
grade it).  Zeros get student/family attention faster than just a missing/late 
indicator so I’m likely to get the work faster.  In most cases, a zero for 
missing/late work will be adjusted to the actual grade!  I reserve the right to dock 
points for late work.   

o Bottom line: Check PowerSchool and trust that it is updated weekly before 
sending me an email asking about an assignment.   

Participation 

Students elected to be in a theatre arts class, so participation is mandatory.  Theatre is 
participation, and we cannot have a successful ensemble without all actors participating.   

I expect students are doing their out-of-class work before coming to class in order to have 
productive, successful, engaging, and fun in-class time.   

Course Materials 

Required Materials 

 iPad (charged)  
 A standalone notebook for this class (one subject or composition one is great) 
 Glencoe Exploring Theatre textbook (purple book) – Provided by teacher 
 PENCIL (actors use pencils because changes happen all the time) 
 A positive attitude and the willingness to try  

Tentative Course Units (Details will be communicated as semester progresses) 

Unit Focus Tentative Schedule 

Building the Ensemble Early September 

The Theatre Space  Mid September 

The Voice and Body  Late September to Early October 

Character Building & Analysis  Mid October 

Scene Work & Memorization Late October to Early November  

Improvisation & Pantomime Most of November 9 to Early December 

Script Analysis December 

Auditioning Early January 

Final Projects Mid January 
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Special Note 

We’re going to treat this class like live theatre – anything can and will go wrong.  As with live 
theatre, we must all be open to criticism and critique, so I do welcome any direct feedback 
from students and parents/guardians (email, Schoology message, etc.).   

I expect everyone in my classroom (including me) to be open-minded, curious, and respectful 
to everyone in the space.  We will have zero patience for racist, homophobic, xenophobic, able-
ist, gendered, or otherwise exclusionary language in our classroom.  Our classroom is a safe 
space, and basic human decency is expected.  We can challenge and disagree with each other, 
but we will model respectful communication and negotiation.   

 


